Leonila Rios
March 15, 1929 - July 19, 2022

Our dear mother, the matriarch of the Ríos family passed away July 19, 2022 at the age of
93. Born in Hebbronville, Texas on March 15, 1929, raised in Ciudad Mier, Tamaulipas,
Mexico by her parents Martin Hinojosa and Isaura Chapa. Leonila married the love of her
life, Alvaro Rios on January 18, 1953. Leonila was a loving, independent, spirited and
courageous woman. The young couple journeyed to Lansing Michigan to start her family.
In 1974 they moved to Mission, Texas to be closer to their family in Mexico. Leonila had a
hard work ethic, pride in her language and culture, her faith and love for her family. Our
mother valued education and provided us opportunities to learn and grow. She taught
herself to read, write and speak English. She was our model for success. She was one
classy lady, "La Dama". Her family was her pride and joy. Her favorite saying was "Yo no
tengo hijos feos" meaning she loved all her children so much that they were the most
beautiful in her eyes. To cherish her memory are her eight children Rosa Elia (Richard)
Thill, Alvaro Jr. (Sandy) Rios, Raquel Rios, Jesus (Anita) Rios, Arnoldo Rios (Joanne,
Kerry),
Rebeca Rios (Gustavo Moreno), Romelia Elena Ríos, Martín (Sheri) Ríos. Leonila's 15
grandchildren Adriana Thill (Sean), Elisa Wells, Ricardo (Christina) Rios, Alvaro III
(Megan) Rios, Armando Rios, Jerry (Rita) Silva, Sara Silva (John), Mercedes (Eric)
Martinez, Martin Joel Rios, Daniel (Samantha) Rios, Brandon Ríos, Andrew Ríos(Haley),
Austin (Serina) Ríos, Adrian Ríos and Kaleigh Ríos. Nine great
grandchildren, Cecilia, Isabel, Donovan, Maximus, Adicela, Alaina, Aydan, Nico and
Lillianna. Additionally extended family, various in-laws, many nieces and nephews.
Our mother, Leonila Rios was the last of her Hinojosa family generation. She has entered
Heaven to be with her her husband of 60 years and her granddaughter Elisa. Our Mother
is in Heaven with all her family and friends who went before her. Our family is grateful to
our sister Romelia Elena for the years of devotion and caring for our loving mother.
A light has left our lives. We will treasure all the loving fun memories and life lessons our
mother taught us. We will never be whole again until she holds us in Heaven.
"Truly I tell you, today you will be in paradise." Luke 23:43

Cemetery Details
Panteon Municipal De Mier
Ciudad Mier, Tamaulipas (MX)

Previous Events
Visitation
JUL 26. 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM (CT)
Ric Brown Family Funeral Home - Mission
621 East Griffin Parkway
Mission, TX 78574
http://www.ricbrownffh.com/

Rosary
JUL 26. 7:00 PM (CT)
Ric Brown Family Funeral Home - Mission
621 East Griffin Parkway
Mission, TX 78574
http://www.ricbrownffh.com/

Church
JUL 27. 10:00 AM (CT)
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
620 N Dunlap Ave
Mission, TX 78572

Tribute Wall
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La familia Ríos,
Nos entristece decir adiós a nuestra abuela, y nosotros a extrañar su mucho. Nos
tomamos el tiempo para reflexionar sobre la matriarca de nuestra familia-Leonila
Hinojosa-Rios. Para nosotros, ella era mamá o Abuela, y hoy reflexionamos
sobre su vida bien vivida.
Recordaremos a la Abuela por su amor incondicional y apoyo a su familia.
Abuela hizo sacrificios por sus hijos y nietos, para que tuvieran la oportunidad de
crear una vida mejor para sí mismos. No hubiéramos podido alcanzar nuestros
sueños sin sus sacrificios.
Admiramos su devoción a la familia, a su fe y a sus convicciones. También
extrañaremos su ingenio, a su maravilloso sentido del humor y su sonrisa alegre.
Abuela siempre estará en nuestros corazones. Haremos todo lo posible para
matener vivo su legado y honrar las tradiciones que heredamos de ella.
Finalmente, oramos: “Concédele descanso eterno, oh Senñor. Que su alma y sus
almas de los fieles difuntos, por la misericordia de Dios, descansen en paz”.
Con amor,
–Martín Rios y familia (Sheri Ríos, Adrián Ríos, y Kaleigh Ríos).
–Dean Johnson y Bev Johnson.
Adrian Rios - August 04 at 08:21 PM
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We are saddened to say goodbye to our Abuela, and we will miss her dearly. We
take time to reflect on our Matriarch-Leonila Hinojosa-Rios. To us, she was Mom
or Abuela, and today we reflect on her life-well lived.
We will remember Abuela for her unconditional love and support for her family.
Abuela made sacrifices for her children and grandchildren, so that they would
have the opportunity to create a better life for themselves. We would not have
been able to achieve our dreams without her sacrifices.
We admire her devotion to the Family, to her Faith, and to her convictions. We will
also miss her wit, her wonderful sense of humor, and her joyful smile.
Abuela will forever be in our hearts. We will do our best to keep her legacy alive
and honor the traditions that we inherited from her.
Finally, we pray: “Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. May her soul and the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace”.
--With love,
--Martin Rios and Family (Sheri Rios, Adrian Rios, Kaleigh Rios).
--Dean Johnson and Bev Johnson
Adrian Rios - August 04 at 08:19 PM
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Mom - Leonilla Rios - Love Anita
Having lost my own mother within a few months after marrying Jesse, she would
be the one I'd call " Mom " Mi suegra. She traveled to Michigan after the birth of
our sons, Martin and Daniel to help me with Mercedes and our home. She was
there when I needed motherly advice, marriage advice and a shoulder to cry on.
We shared it all: daily life, laughs, life’s ups and downs. For every family
Milestone, like baptisms, graduations, holidays, quinceaneras, and weddings, she
was there.
She was a great cook! she shared her recipes with me. We will always remember
her chili rellenos as a favorite, her arroz y carne guisada and, although she didn't
enjoy eating tamales, she shared her tips for helping me get my masa just right!
Jesse still talks about “mom”, working all day, coming home, whipping up a stack
of tortillas, and a meal within minutes for her husband and 8 children, He speaks
of these memories, often and with such admiration. I'll never be as good of a cook
as my dear mother-in-law, I can only hope our children will also have special
memories just as fond as those of my husband and his mother's wonderful ability
to do it all!
Based on the stories shared by Jesse, mom was a fierce defender of her children
and she was not afraid to go head-to-head with a Cedar Street teacher, or a
KMart deli clerk!!!
Mom was always regal looking to me! In my early years of marriage, I would joke
to my sisters and friends, that it was torture to have a mother-in-law who was
better looking and better dressed than me! She always took great pride in her
appearance.
She enjoyed her shopping trips!!!~ she loved TJMAXX, always looking for the
“good” jewelry on sale!
Over the years when speaking with mom on the phone and catching up, she
would ask about my brothers and sisters, all 9 of them by name!!! After a brief
update she always would say - You have a “good- good family Nita”. My siblings
all deeply admired “mom”, always asking for “Mrs. Rios” and enjoyed her
conversations, food and stories during her visits to Michigan.
Mom will be remembered as a caring and strong woman, a mother who sacrificed
much for her family, she was a hard worker, outspoken, a fancy and funny lady,
admired by many!
Now reunited with dad, watch over us from the Cielo mom Y que descanse en
paz-!
Love,
Nee-Dee’s (Anita Anguiano Rios)
Wife of Jesus Rios
Mercedes Martinez - July 31 at 11:19 AM
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You will be greatly missed by those who love you here on Earth. We will miss you
and forever keep your memory alive! The good news is that you have been
received in Heaven by the Lord, Dad, Elisa, your parents, your siblings, and so
many others who loved you dearly. I hope the celebration of your arrival with
those who passed before you was glorious. Rest In Peace Mom!
Sandy Rios - July 26 at 07:29 PM
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So sorry for your loss. May you cherish the beautiful memories she left you. My
condolences.
Mary GuizarRuiz - July 27 at 06:19 PM

